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March Meeting
Monday, March 17, 2014
7:30 PM
The Federal Point Historic Preservation Society will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, March 17, 7:30 pm at the Federal Point History Center, 1121-A
North Lake Park Blvd., adjacent to Carolina Beach Town Hall.
Our speaker this month will be Richard Neal.
He will be speaking on the history of the Frying
Pan Tower (Light Station) and the set of events
that brought a landlubber to be head of the
restoration effort ongoing since acquiring it in
2010. Along with one of the Frying Pan Tower
Directors, he will share some video clips and
images of the facility over the years as well as during the current restoration
projects.
Richard is a software sales engineer and has worked as an engineer, draftsman,
industrial chemist, programmer, industrial hygienist, author, several minor Clevel positions and business owner but the position he is most proud of is as
husband of 29 years to his wife Rhonda, and father of four children.

Saturday, March 22, 2014
Walking Tour of “The Sugar Loaf Line of Defense”
2:00 to 4:00 pm $5.00 registration fee
Again this year Dr. Chris Fonvielle will lead his “world famous” walk across the
Federal Point peninsula, through the Carolina Beach State Park, to the riverside
landmark Sugar Loaf. Along the way he will point out numerous earthworks that
remain from the Civil War era. The walk will leave from the parking lot behind
Carolina Beach Town Hall, 1121 N Lake Park Blvd., Carolina Beach, North Carolina
at 2:00 pm
This popular event is limited to 25 participants
so call 910-458-0502 to reserve your place.
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Last Month’s Program
Lori Sanderlin, Curator of Education at the Southport Maritime Museum, spoke on
how the American culture dealt with death during and as a result of the Civil War era.
She talked about the severe rules of conduct and dress for the affluent widows . Often
the hair of the deceased was turned into decorative or useful items. In the big cities
there were even large stores that sold only grieving items. Funeral customs began to
change as many soldiers died far from home in battle and of disease in crowded
prisoner camps. Lori presented representative costumes of the ladies in mourning.
President’s Message: From Barry Nelder
How time flies. It’s time to make our requests for financial support to the towns of
Carolina Beach and Kure Beach for the fiscal year 2014/2015! Demetria and
Darlene are busy getting our applications prepared and turned in on time – but WE
NEED YOU to support our applications by speaking to, or writing, or e-Mail-ing,
our local town officials. They need to hear from their constituents just how imporant
the Federal Point History Center is to our community and what their support enables
us to accomplish. Remember, we are asking for funds to keep the History Center
open to the general public – not for money for the operation the Society.

Susie Burnett Jones Remembers
Last month we ran an excerpt from John Hook’s interview of Jim Hannah.
In reply Susie Burnett Jones has sent the following
My father, John Henry Burnett of Burgaw, began investing in Carolina Beach in 1911; and in 1936 he built a six-bedroom
cottage at 404 Carolina Beach Ave, North.
Until World War II the beach had two distinct groups of people: the summer folks and the year round residents, of which
there were very few. At that time those living at the beach year round included business owners and their employees,
commercial fishermen (the Freemans and the Winners) and those associated with the church and the elementary school. We
were summer folks, and, like many others, moved to the beach in May of every year and returned home in late August. Of
course, many rented houses or rooms, usually for two weeks, as we did before building our cottage.
In the 1930’s downtown Carolina Beach, referred to as “the boardwalk,” was
an entertainment mecca for young people throughout the Piedmont and Eastern
North Carolina. Cliff Smith’s Green Lantern, and the Carolina Moon next door,
were known throughout the state as the “places to be” for young dancers and
“wannabes.” The Big Apple, the Little Apple and the Jitterbug kept their
wooden floors red hot every summer night. There was little or no crime. High
school and college boys were allowed to “thumb” down by their parents,
sleeping anywhere they could. All was well.
In the fall of 1939 [editor’s note: actually the fall of 1940] the boardwalk burned to the ground. The original pavilion and
good solid beach-front hang-outs were replaced by small, poorly constructed buildings.
Pearl Harbor brought the end of an era. Soldiers and sailors from around the world now crowded the boardwalk mingling
with shipyard workers, military police, summer visitors and permanent residents. Beer was bought and sold in every nook
and cranny. The war changed the atmosphere of our wonderful family beach, where formerly beer had been only mildly
visible after dark.
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After the war Mr. Gene Reynolds from Greensboro built the Ocean Plaza building on a location where he owned outside
bowling alleys. The new building was modern and glamorous. Mr. Reynolds’s objective was to re-create a more
sophisticated beach environment. The restaurant was on the ground floor. The second floor was a ballroom with several sets
of French doors opening onto a long balcony over-looking the boardwalk. The third floor was a penthouse apartment for
the use of the manager. During the time that the Ocean Plaza was under construction, I was away in college.
In the early spring of 1949 I heard that the Ocean Plaza ballroom had a new manager, a radio personality from Wallace,
John (?). He was auditioning for a vocalist to sing with the band he had hired for the summer, that was made up of musicians
from the Duke Ambassadors and the Stormy Weathers of UNC. The band would be called Stormy Weathers because the
Weathers brothers, Jimmy on piano and Bynum on bass, were the leaders.
I had planned to spend the summer at Daddy’s house at the beach and having sung with several bands, decided to audition
for the Ocean Plaza job. I knew that Daddy would keep an eye on me whatever I did. I owned a wire recorder for recording
and critiquing my singing, so I sent a spool with recordings for my songs to John. Shortly thereafter he called me to come
to the beach for an interview. He lived on the third floor penthouse of the Ocean Plaza, and had a relatively new wife from
Waccamaw. Their living room was furnished with glamorous
white sectional sofas. His wife was lovely and refined. He told
me that he wanted to hire a vocalist with whom she would be
compatible.
Competing with Wrightsville Beach for summer vacationers
and college kids, John’s goal was to make the Ocean Plaza
ballroom a sophisticated club in which men would wear coats
and ties or dinner jackets and women would wear cocktail
dresses. All employees would be music students recruited by
his wife’s brother, David Grey, a music major from UNC.
Everyone hired was musical…the waiters, bartenders, ticket
handlers, etc. Waiters would take turns coming up to the mike
to sing. I was the vocalist and the only girl. The job was tailormade for summer fun and meaningful summer work.
Everything went like clockwork. We were all happy college
kids and most of us hung out all day on the beach in front of
the Burnett cottage under Daddy’s supervision, and were surrounded by music at night. Utopia!
About a week after opening we were booked to be guests on John’s radio show in Wallace. Jimmy Weathers, who was slow
and easy-going, was driving one of three cars full of musicians. We got started late and almost missed the 2 p.m. broadcast,
running into the station just before the red “on the air” light came on. I don’t remember the program, except that one of the
songs I sang was “Zippity Doo Dah.”
Late Saturday on the second week of our employment the boys in the band went up to the penthouse to receive their checks.
No one was there. The next day it became apparent that John had skipped town with his wife. No one knew why, or anything
about their whereabouts. It’s still a mystery.
What a dilemma. We all huddled on Sunday afternoon. No one wanted to leave the beach, but there was no money to keep
the Ocean Plaza operating. After agonizing for hours some decided to leave. The rest of us determined that we would take
over the Ocean Plaza Ballroom and run it ourselves for the rest of the summer.
There were eight in the band, four singing waiters, a bartender, a box office person and me. We served only soft drinks and
grilled cheese sandwiches. I was the vocalist and also managed the business. From our receipts we first paid the rent and
our few bills and then divided the balance among ourselves. Everything was in cash. We were successful.
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Bop City featuring, Jimmy Cavallo, was across the boardwalk, its entrance about 50 feet from the front door of the Ocean
Plaza. The two very different types of music came together like cymbals. … Jimmy Cavallo’s saxophone on “How High
the Moon” and the Stormy Weathers “You’re Just too Marvelous” with the full band. Bobby Haas and a couple of others
played at both places. Tommy Teabeaux and his trombone came by the Ocean Plaza one night and joined the Stormy
Weathers for several numbers.
The ballroom closed at midnight when we would lock the door and jam for another hour.
Daddy kept a close eye on us all, and in August we all went back to our respective schools,
leaving the pinnacle season in the Ocean Plaza ballroom’s history. Every person involved
says to this day that it was the greatest summer of their lives.
PS: Milton Bliss, a singing waiter, became head of the Music Department at N. C. State.
Jimmy Weathers became a professional pianist in Atlanta, and on one occasion was
complimented on his playing by Frank Sinatra. Bynum Weathers got his PhD and became a
teacher and composer. I went to New York where I performed in and sang two solos in the
off-Broadway musical “Dakota.”

[Want to read more of Susie’s stories about the “good old days?” Our gift shop has
copies of her book When the Moon Stood Still for sale. Published in 2003 it is $25.00
and we only have a few copies left.]

Ann Hertzler Memorial Oral History Fund Established
In memory of long-time member, Dr. Ann Hertzler, we have established a
special memorial fund to purchase equipment and materials to continue the
Oral History projects she was so instrumental in establishing.
Dr. Ann Atherton Hertzler was Professor of Human Nutrition, Foods and
Exercise at Virginia Tech, from 1980-2001. She retired as Professor Emeritus
of Nutrition in 2001. She then moved to Kure Beach to live near the ocean
which she had come to love during her Fulbright year in Australia.
Her awards included recognitions from Penn State, the American Dietetic
Association, and as a Fulbright Scholar to Australia. Among her research
interests was Nutrition Education for Children.
In 2005 Virginia Tech established the Ann Hertzler Children's Cookbook and Nutrition Literature Collection. Her
initial donation of publications dating from 1910 has grown to nearly 400 items.
In retirement Ann was an active volunteer at the Latimer House and the Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Rescue and
Rehabilitation Center, along with her work with the Federal Point Historic Preservation Society. She was also the
editor for Modern Recipes from Historic Wilmington published by the Historical Society of the Lower Cape
Fear in 2003.

Wilmington Water Tours
April 6th, from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Chris Fonvielle will conduct a 3 hour lecture onboard the
"Wilmington". Lecture content to be determined please go to
www.wilmingtonwatertours.net or call 910-338-3134 for more
information. Cost: $50 (if you mention Federal Point History Center
Wilmington Water Tours will give 10% of ticket price to Federal
Point History Center).
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Federal Point Historic Preservation Society
Events Calendar Spring 2014
Our Business Members
Atlantic Towers
Ned Barnes, Attorney
Britt’s Donut Shop
Carolina Marine Terminal
Charles Henson Painting
Coastal K-9 Bakery, Inc.
First Bank
Frank’s Pizza
Got-Em-On-Live Bait
Club
Hanover Iron Works
Historical Society of
Topsail Island
Intracoastal Realty
Island Gazette
Island Treasures
Kure Beach Fishing Pier
Bob McKoy- Network
Real Estate
Olde Salty’s
Pleasure Island Chamber
of Commerce
SlapDash Publishing
Tom Sayre Construction
Tucker Bros. Realty
Company
Wilmington Water Tours
Winner Marine
Construction
Winner RV Park

Monday, April 21, 2014: Membership Meeting.
7:30-9:00 pm Civil War historian, Chris Fonvielle,
will talk about his new book: Faces Of Fort Fisher:
1861-1864. Copies of the book will be available for
sale and signing by Chris.
Monday May 19, 2014:
Membership
Meeting.
7:30-900 pm.
Daniel
Norris,
publisher
and
author, will talk about his
new book on the iconic Boardwalk establishment,
Britt’s Donuts. Copies of the book will be
available for sale and signing by Daniel.
Monday June 17, 2014: Potluck Picnic. 6:30 – 8:30 pm Summer
Potluck/Picnic. The perfect time to bring friends and prospective members.

Society Notes
Darlene Bright, History Center Director

The History Center recorded 44 visitors in February. The gift shop
took in $12.00. The History Center was used by Got-‘em-on Live, and the
Sugar Loaf Preservation Group.

Welcome to new life-time member, Brenda Armes of Olde Salty’s
on the Boardwalk at Carolina Beach

Thanks to our History Center Volunteer Carl Filipiak who is
working on the cataloging of the subject files. Also, thanks to Andre’ Blouin
for all the time he’s put into the new website. The website is up and it’s
chock full of all kinds of great information. Please take time to visit:
www.federal-point-history.org.

Newsletter: Thanks to Cheri McNeill for her always thorough
proofing of the newsletter and Lois Taylor for her help getting the Newsletter
in the mail.

Thanks to Tony Phillips for working on our subject files project. He
is searching the internet for all kinds of information about the local area and
has already contributed a number of great articles.
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Officers
President – Barry Nelder
Vice-President – Juanita Winner
Secretary – Lois Taylor
Treasurer – Demetria Sapienza

Directors
John Gordon (Chairman)
Jean Stewart
Elaine Henson
Cheri McNeill
Byron Moore
Skippy Winner

Leslie Bright
Jim Dugan

Federal Point Historic Preservation Society
P. O. Box 623
Carolina Beach, NC 28428








Coming! Coming! Coming soon!
After two years of toil and struggle “The Cookbook” is finished and on its way to China to be
printed. We hope to have it available for sale by the beginning of June (yes, 2014).



Here’s a recipe from our “Oral History Section.

Oyster Roast


Directions
For 3 or 4 people catch 3 or 4 bushels oysters in the marsh. Wash
mud off oysters in bay water. Get 2 green poles. Stack oysters in
a row about a yard high – no more than 2 or 3 deep or won’t cook.
Stack bushes on the windward side so fire blows through the
oysters. When burns down, brush debris away. Open with oyster
knife and a rag to hold the hot shell. Eat as is. Serve with butter or
hot sauce.

Contributed by: Jack Lewis (Federal Point History Center – Oral History
Files)
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