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September Meeting


Monday, September16, 2013
7:30 PM

The Federal Point Historic Preservation Society will hold its monthly meeting
on Monday, September 16, 7:30 pm at the Federal Point History Center,
1121-A North Lake Park Blvd., adjacent to Carolina Beach Town Hall.
Our speaker this month is John Moseley who is the Assistant Site Manager at
Fort Fisher State Historic Site. Though over the last nearly 150 years, much has
been written concerning the stories and the accounts of the men who were here
in action during the first or second attacks, often the everyday lives of the men
outside of those two battles gets overlooked.
This month’s program will focus on one of the
overlooked aspects of the garrison’s life at Fort
Fisher – the soldier’s garden. At the State Historic Site staff have been
investigating the gardens used by the soldier’s to supplement their rations. A
sample garden has been planted to interpret this aspect of “everyday life at the
Fort. Understanding of the soldier’s gardens, while a small part of the larger
picture, helps us understand the issues facing the men serving here at Fort Fisher.
It also grants us a view of Major General Whiting and his efforts to improve the
defenses in the Cape Fear area.
John received his undergraduate degree from The Citadel in Charleston, SC and
his Master’s Degree in History at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
In 2003, John was named North Carolina’s James Madison Fellow. He moved to
this area in 2006 teaching 7th and 8th grade history focusing on US and North
Carolina History as well as American Government. In the
past 2 years working at Fort Fisher, John has done every
job from scrubbing toilets to handling school group visits
to working on the site’s cannons.

Last Month’s Meeting
Our speaker in August was Phillip Garwood, the award-winning Cape Fear Community
College instructor who recently published a book about the little known tribe of native
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people known as the Cape Fear River Indians. It was fascinating to hear about his collection and the adventures
he’s had aquiring it. Who knew that the Paleo Indians lived as much at 100 miles from the current shoreline. The
best take-away was that if you see a rock on the ground in the Lower Cape Fear it just might be an Indian tool
because there are NO NATIVE rocks around here. We have high hopes of working with his students to rework
our exhibit on local Native Americans.
President’s Message
Well we got our check for $1000.00 from the Town of Kure Beach. We truly appreciate
their confidence in the operations of the History Center. Thanks also to the Town of
Carolina Beach for replacing the roof of the History Center AND to the Pleasure Island
Foundation for their flattering resolution and $1,000 contribution.
The 4th annual Island Day is scheduled for Sunday September 29, from 1-5 pm. It’s
at the new Kure Beach Oceanfront Park this year and we hope to have an educational
exibit again. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS willing to set up and break down our exhibit
and/or to man the exhibit for at least 2 hours that afternoon. If you are available please call Rebecca at 458-0502
and let her know what times you are available.
At the last Board meeting everyone agreed that we need to focus on getting our committees active. So, PLEASE,
if you have a little time and have an interest in any of our committees, call Rebecca at 458-0502. This month
we’re featuring the Newsletter Committee. We need persons interested in proof reading and contributing short
articles. We could also use someone to work with the oral history transcripts.

Oral History -- Jimmy Davis
Part 3: Up and Down the Beach
Interview by Ann Hertzler and Jeannie Gordon
Now my first memories of Kure Beach are the pier and the Greek restaurant
there. It was right on the edge of the pier. Just as you started on the pier. I
worked carrying the papers for a while maybe when I was 15 or 16 years old.
And we’d stop in there every morning and get a cup of coffee and a piece of
pie. He had all kinds of pies and everything. It was a good little beach but
nobody there. There was a grocery store there, and a little post office; and a little 2 lane bowling alley, and 2 or 3
little restaurants there.
On what is now the Sunny Point land, you could go back there any time you wanted. The only thing that was on
that side of Dow Road, was the old Dow Plant. It was down toward Kure Beach almost where that bad curve is
they made poison gas during the war.
Now Fort Fisher, there was a pier down there at that time. Now this was before the army moved down there. You
know there was an army base to start with. The history place, we didn’t even know them mounds was there during
that time. That was just all woods. After the army moved out they started the
museum and all that and started cleaning it off. And that’s when they found all of
the hills and everything. We never knew there was a hill there.
There’s a memorial down there and there’s rocks down there to keep the ocean from
coming in. They had to keep moving that monument back because over half of the
fort has been washed away. But they always had the rocks that went from the tip
over to Zeke’s Island that connected everything. The rocks were always there. And
there was a dirt road from where the 2 monuments are as you enter Fort Fisher.
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Yeah we’d go down there all the way down it was dirt at that time. It was about 400 yards toward the ocean. But
the ocean took all that out.
To get on the island you took 421 which was paved. And there was the old turn bridge, you had to come across
the old turn bridge. It set right in the middle of the water way, and it turned this way. In other words, you come
in this way, and when it turned it would be like this. Then
when the boats would get through, the boats would go
under, and then it would turn back straight. What used to
bug me to death going to school, was when we’d get
caught and have to sit. It had a big bell on it. Ding, ding,
ding, ding, ding; you know like a railroad crossing. And
we’d have to sit on that school bus for 10 or 15 minutes
for them boats to get through. And that thing going bam
bam bam ……..
Now Seabreeze during the 30s and 40s, the blacks, you
couldn’t go down there. The only ones that would go
down there was going down there to buy whiskey. There
was lots of eating places and rooming houses and stuff like that.
The blacks had a little beach area over on the other side and they
just had a jukebox and a big round building there where they
would dance. They would go from Seabreeze across the water
way and then walk from there over to the beach which is almost
a mile I guess. The only blacks that was allowed on the beach at
that time was somebody that owned one of them big houses and
everything and had a maid. And they had to wear a white
uniform or they couldn’t go on the beach at all.

Who knew?
Pleasure Island Chamber of Commerce Foundation
Honors Us!
At our July board meeting Bruce Holsten who is Chairman of the
Pleasure Island Foundation for a Sustainable Community presented
the following resolution, along with a wonderfully unexpected
$1,000 check. Thanks so very much!

Resolved



A community and its citizens are defined by its history, and this is especially important when it has also played
such a critical role in the history not just of our State, but our Country, as well;



The Federal Point Historic Preservation Society through its historical and genealogical research, public
education, documentation and preservation of key historical sites on and around our Island, has helped preserve
the historical integrity of our area for future generations;
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More importantly, by maintaining the Federal Point History Center, it has enabled thousands of residents and
visitors to understand the role our small island played in the founding and preservation of our Country;



For over 19 years, your Society has served an important role in helping us all remember and understand that our
history is something we should be proud of, and that it deserves the financial support not only of your guests
and patrons, but of all the citizens and businesses of this wonderful Island.



In recognition of your tireless volunteer services and with great pride that we give you this small financial token
of our true appreciation of the work you do, and have done, to preserve our legacy for all to know and enjoy

Bruce Holsten, chairman
Plesaure Island Foundation for a Sustainable Community

You can now Purchase
Wilmington Water Tours Tickets
At the Federal Point History Center
Call 910-458-0502 Or 910-338-3134

Some upcoming cruises of special interest to our membership.
 Otter Island Cruise - Sunday September 8, 12:00 pm (4 hours)
 History and Mystery Underneath the Cape Fear River - Thursday September 19, 10:00 am (2
hours)
 Full Moon Cruise – Friday September 20, 7:00 pm (2 hours)
 Beer Tasting Cruise – Saturday September 21, 6:30 pm
 Chris Fonvielle talks Civil War - Sunday September 29 (3 hours) This one is selling out FAST!
To see ALL their wonderful tours visit: WWW.WilmingtonWaterTours.net

Island Day! September 29
It’s that time of year again! The 4th annual Island Day will be held
Sunday, September 29th from 1-5 pm at Kure Beach Ocean Front
Park. This celebration brings together island residents for a day of “old
fashioned” fun with picnicing, family friendly activities and games,
music, hands-on educational opportunities, and time to visit with
friends and neighbors. Bring a cooler, with sandwiches, snacks, and
reusable water bottles, or make a donation for a hot dog from the
Carolina and Kure Beach Fire Departments, sit on your blankets and
enjoy!
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Federal Point Historic Preservation Society
Events Calendar Fall 2013
Monday October 21, 2013: Membership Meeting. 7:30-9:00 pm. Our Society’s Past President and avid
genealogist, Ron Griffin, will talk about tracing your heritage and family history through the genetic tests that
are becoming increasingly affordable.
Saturday November 9, 2013: NEWTON CEMETERY CLEAN-UP. 9:00- 12:00. Come out
and join our membership while we clean up this colonial cemetery. Please bring rakes,
clippers, and a lawn mower or blower if you have one!


Our Business Members
Atlantic Towers

Monday November 18, 2013: Membership Meeting. 7:30-9:00 pm. Lori
Sanderlin, Curator of Education for NC Maritime Museum at Southport,
whose academic interest is the history of women in the Cape Fear area, will
talk about Death and Dying: Customs and Culture During the Civil War.

Ned Barnes, Attorney

Society Notes
Darlene Bright, History Center Director

Beach Portraits Photography
Britt’s Donut Shop
Charles Henson Painting
Coastal K-9 Bakery, Inc.
First Bank
First Citizens Bank
Frank’s Pizza
Got-Em-On-Live Bait Club
Historical Society of Topsail
Island
Intracoastal Realty
Island Gazette
Island Treasures
Kure Beach Fishing Pier
Bob McKoy- Network Real
Estate
B. Parker Protective & Lock
Pleasure Island Chamber of
Commerce
SlapDash Publishing
Taylor’s Heating & Air, Inc.
Tom Sayre Construction
Tucker Bros. Realty Company
Wilmington Water Tours
Winner Marine Construction
Winner RV Park

A huge thanks to the Town of Carolina Beach for putting a new roof on
the History Center! We feel a lot saver facing Hurricane season with a
nice tight “lid” on our archives.

Thanks to Henry Capillary Jr. we now have a good collection of
pictures and documents on “Cappy” another of our Island’s unique and
memorable characters.
This month we recorded 40 members at our August Meeting. The
History Center recorded 79 visitors! The gift shop took in $54.95 The
History Center was used by Got-‘em-on Live and The Pleasure Island Sea
Turtle Project.





New Members. Welcome to Becky and Tom Cook of Carolina
Beach and Emily Perkins of Mebane.

Thanks to Elaine Henson and Pat Bolander for keeping the History
Center open while Rebecca was on vacation!


Thanks to our History Center Volunteers Carl Filipiak and Ron
Griffin for working on the cataloging of the subject files. That project is
finally beginning to move ahead..

Newsletter: Thanks to Cheri McNeill for her always thorough
proofing of the newsletter and Lois Taylor for her help getting the
Newsletter in the mail.
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Directors
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Thomas Gray
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Cheri McNeill
Byron Moore
Skippy Winner

Jean Stewart
Leslie Bright
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From the Cookbook Committee
Believe it or not the Cookbook Committee is plugging along. We had hoped to
have copies for sale by Christmas, 2013 but are now hoping to have it available
by the Society’s 20th anniversary, in the Spring of 2014. We promise that it will
be worth the wait. Lots and lots of unique, special and “heritage” recipes that
you won’t fine in other “local” cookbooks.
Talented publisher and graphic
designer, Daniel Norris, is doing
the final lay-out which will give the
book a very special look. He is
donating his time to the project,
which we truly appreciate. However, he needs to spend some
money on various design elements. So he has designed a small fund
raiser to pay for what he needs to purchase.
Shirts are avalable in a wide vairety of sizes so please buy a T-Shirt.
The profits will be used to produce the Cookbook!

Purchase at: https://www.booster.com/slapdash
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