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January Meeting
Monday, January 21, 2013
7:30 pm
The Federal Point Historic Preservation Society will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, January 21, 7:30 pm at the Federal Point History Center, 1121-A North
Lake Park Blvd., adjacent to Carolina Beach Town Hall.
Our speaker this month will be Robert Maffitt, great grandson of Captian John
Newland Maffitt. He will talk about Maffitt’s career as a Confederate Naval officer,
blockade runner, and privateer. Born in New York of Irish parents Maffit was raised
by his Uncle, Dr. William Maffit in Fayetteville, North Carolina. In 1832, at the age
13, he entered the United States Navy as a midshipman. By 1843 he was a Lieutenant
assigned to the hydrographic survey. Among his assignments was the survey of the
waters around Wilmington, NC.
In 1857, Maffitt was placed in command of the brig USS Dolphin and ordered to capture pirates and slavers in
the West Indies. On August 21, 1858, Dolphin captured the slaver Echo with 318 Africans on board and sent
her into Charleston; the liberated slaves were later sent back to Africa. With the coming of the Civil War he
resigned his position in the United States Navy to become General Robert E. Lee’s naval aide. By August 1862
he was in command of the CSS Florida. After a career that involved blockade running into and out of heavily
guarded Mobile Bay. In 1864 he was given command of the CSS Albemarle in defense of the Roanoke River
and town of Plymouth, NC. By the fall of 1864 he was back in Wilmington, commanding the CSS Owl and
running the blockade. During his service to the Confederacy, Maffitt repeatedly ran the blockade to carry
needed supplies and captured and destroyed more than seventy prizes worth $10 to $15 million.
Robert “Bob” Maffitt lives in Wilmington, N.C. where he is known as “The Ambassador” because of his work
in greeting tourist and welcoming them to Wilmington, N.C. as well as relating its colorful
history. His education was in mechanical engineering and Mechanical Design, ElectroMechanical Drafting and Architectural-Structural Drafting.

Last Month’s Meeting
It was a stellar Christmas party with over 60 members and guests in attendance. The food
was great, the games were fun, and John Golden topped off the evening by leading us in
singing familiar carols.
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President’s Message
Well the Christmas Party was a huge success and though Virginia Frances our
tireless Social Committee, couldn’t be there due to illness Sondra Nelder, Peg
Fisher and Darlene and Leslie Bright pitched in to pull off another enjoyable
event A special thanks to all who brought food to add to the Church’s holiday
food drive.
John Golden was, as always, wonderful at leading the singing, and the games
Demetria and Rebecca devised kept everyone laughing.
An update: at this point Virginia is still at Autumn Care, but will hopefully be home by the time of our next
meeting. Anyone wanting to volunteer to bring refreshments to the Jan. 21 meeting – please call Rebecca 4580502.
A work crew that included Darlene and Leslie Bright, Don and Sylvia Snook, along with Jim Dugan and John
Gordon managed to get the new shelving assembled, almost. We are missing a few small parts and they should
come by mid January and, hopefully, all will be in place by early February.
This year’s Fort Fisher re-enactment is Saturday January 19. We need volunteers to help with the hotdog sale
from 10am to 4pm. Please call Rebecca and sign up for a shift.

Oral History
Earl Page Part 4 – Fishing for Mullett
Compiled and edited by Ann Hertzler

Fishermen bought popeye mullet in a fish market as fresh bait. The beautiful beach was right where the Rocks
are now, across from the Museum at Ft. Fisher - bigger than Carolina Beach, but inaccessible. You couldn’t get
a parking place and you had cliffs.
They are working a haul seine to catch popeye mullet. The boat went out around the mullet with the net and
came in up here. Everybody pulled the net in by physical strength. Some had mules or tractors.
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A haul seine takes a crew from 20 to 23 men. You have to do it at night so
the fishermen would see one, jump out of the boat and hold this staff. They
caught like 6,000 pounds for commercial use. You sold Popeye mullet to
the wholesale houses and they sold to the retail stores.
Gill net There’s a difference between a haul seine and a gill net. One man
can work a gill net. Here’s a gill hanging out to dry - 150 yards long longer than a football field. Fish get hung up in it in their gills. And they
can’t back out. Earl did this after he came out of the Navy in World War II.
It takes two gill netters with two boats that come together back at the stern,
stern to stern, and both netters go like this with one man in each boat

Don’t Miss this year’s
Battle of Fort Fisher Reenactment!
FPHPS will be selling hot dogs and other snacks at the event
from 10am to 4 pm. If you can volunteer for a morning,
midday or afternoon shift please call Rebecca at 458-0502.
The year 2013 marks the 148th anniversary of the end of the
Civil War. To commemorate the anniversary of the Second Battle
of Fort Fisher—the largest land-sea battle of the Civil War—Fort
Fisher State Historic Site will host a living history program on
January 19, 2013. Thanks to the recently released Steven
Spielberg film "Lincoln" and its multiple references to
Wilmington, North Carolina and the Battle of Fort Fisher, millions of movie-goers are now more familiar with the
Fort's important historical role as the last fort to fall to Union troops during the Civil War. Fort Fisher embraces this
new spotlight and welcomes history buffs and fans of the movie year-round to explore its Civil War battlefield,
monuments, museum, and special events.
As part of the State's observance of the Civil War Sesquicentennial, the N.C. Department of Cultural Resources' Fort
Fisher State Historic Site will host "Sheppard's Battery: Confederates Defending the Left Flank," a special
living history program on January 19, 2013. This year's anniversary commemoration will focus on the Confederate
defenders at Sheppard's Battery and around the "Bloody Gate" on the left flank of Fort Fisher. Re-enactors will set
up displays of Civil War camp life and talk with visitors about the life of the Confederate infantry and artillery
troops during the January 1865 campaign. Other highlights include Civil War authors, artillery and infantry
demonstrations, cannon and small arms firings, including the site's rifled and banded 32-pound cannon atop
Sheppard's Battery. Events begin at 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. The program is free and open to the public.
Volunteers in period costume will bring history to life throughout the day. Guest speakers include local historian
Ernie Kniffen, who will discuss new findings on his extensive research of Confederate sailors and Marines. Author
Richard Triebe will sign books and discuss N.C. troops who were captured at Fort Fisher and sent to a prison camp
in Elmira, N.Y. Also, on site will be author, educator, and member of the Wilmington Railroad Museum Board of
Trustees, James Burke, who will sign and promote his book, "The Wilmington and Weldon Railroad in the Civil
War." At 12:30 p.m., the N.C. Underwater Archaeology Unit will dedicate a new highway marker for the Civil
War blockade runner Modern Greece, which ran aground and sank near Fort Fisher.
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Federal Point Historic Preservation Society
Events Calendar Winter/Spring 2013
Monday, January 21, 2013
Membership
Meeting. 7:30-9:00 pm. Robert Maffitt,
descentdent of Captian John Newland Maffitt,
will talk about Maffitt’s career as a Confederate
Naval officer, blockade runner, and privateer.
Monday, February 18, 2013 Membership
Meeting. 7:30-9:00 pm. Frances Massey, long
time member of the Island of Lights Committee
will talk about the organization, and it’s history.
Monday, March 18, 2013: Membership Meeting. 7:30-9:00 pm. Local historian
and author, Anne Hutteman, will talk about the life and times of Captain John
Harper and his vital influence in the development of “our beach.”
Monday April 15, 2013: Membership Meeting.
7:30-9:00 pm Billy Ray Morris, the new Director
of the North Carolina Underwater Archaeology
Lab, will talk to us about the ongoing reexamination and interpretation of the maritime
aspects of the Fort Fisher campaign.

Monday May 20, 2013: Membership Meeting.
7:30-900 pm. Civil War historican, Chris
Fonvielle will talk about his new book: FACES
OF FORT FISHER:1861-1864. Copies of the book will be available for sale and
signing by Chris.
Monday June 17, 2013: Potluck Picnic. 6:30
– 8:30 pm Summer Potluck/Picnic. The
perfect time to bring friends and prospective
members.

ALSO UPCOMING! A Saturday in March
2013 (exact date TBA) Walking Tour of “The Sugar Loaf Line of Defense” with Dr. Chris Fonvielle 2pm-4pm.
$5.00 donation requested. Limit of 25 participants. Meet at the Federal Point History Center. 1121-A N Lake
Park Blvd. Carolina Beach, North Carolina. Call 910-458-0502 to reserve your place.
ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. They are held at the Federal Point History
Center, 1121-A North Lake Park Blvd. (Just south of the Carolina Beach Town Hall.) Or visit the History
Center, open Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 10-4. For more information call: 910-458-0502.
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Two Captains From Carolina: Moses Grandy, John Newland Maffitt,
and the Coming of the Civil War by Bland Simpson.
University of NC Press, 2012
No two men could have come from different circumstances. Moses Grandy was
born a slave in Camden County, NC about 1791. He captained freight boats on
the Dismal Swamp and bought his freedom three times before he finally gained it.
He became involved in abolitionism in Boston and ultimately appeared before the
General Anti-Slavery Convention in London in 1843. John Newland Maffitt was
born on February 22, 1819 aboard a three masted sailing ship in the North
Atlantic. His mother, Ann Carnic was on her way to join her husband, Reverend
John Newland Maffit in Connecticut. At age five, with his parents separated,
Maffit was adoped by his Uncle, Doctor William Maffitt who farmed and
practiced medicine in Cumberland County, NC. At thirteen he became a
midshipman in the US Navy. He served aboard the USS Constitution (Old
Ironsides) and by early 1850’s he was commander of the US Coast Survey schooner Gallitan mapping the
waters of eastern North Carolina including the approaches to Wilmington, NC.
Bland Simpson, UNC professor of creative writing and author of numerous books including The Coasts of
Carolina: Seaside to Sound Country, presents the lives of these two watermen in a fascinating narrative that
sheds light on the social and economic forces that would build throughout the first half of the nineteenth century
until war seemed the only way to reconcile these opposing forces.

Society Notes
Darlene Bright, History Center Director

Our Business Members
AmeriLife Health Services
Atlantic Towers
Beach Portraits Photography
Britt’s Donut Shop
Charles Henson Painting
Coastal K-9 Bakery, Inc.
First Bank
First Citizens Bank
Frank’s Pizza
Got-Em-On-Live Bait Club
Hanover Iron Works, Inc.
Historical Society of Topsail
Island
Island Gazette
Island Treasures
Kure Beach Fishing Pier
B. Parker Protective & Lock
Pleasure Island Chamber of
Commerce
SlapDash Publishing
Taylor’s Heating & Air, Inc.
Tucker Bros. Realty
Company
Wilmimgtom Water Tours
Winner Marine Construction

 This month we recorded 65 members and guests at our Christmas
Party at Kure Memorial Lutheran Church. We had 54 visitors to the
History Center throughout the month. The gift shop took in a whopping
$361.37 which is an all-time high for the month of December!


Thanks to our History Center Volunteers! Cheri McNeill for her
always thorough proofing of the newsletter and Lois Taylor for her help
getting the Newsletter in the mail.
 We had a great volunteer crew for the big library shelving installation,
including Darlene and Leslie Bright, Don and Sylvia Snook along with Jim
Dugan and John Gordon. This project is almost done and we’ve had some
really great “strong backs” make it possible.
 Darlene Bright also spent a good deal of time at the History
Center this month getting our historic and current files re-organized and
accessible. Next up is getting all the artifacts inventoried and stored
properly.
 Thanks to Carl Filipiak who has begun cataloging all our subject files
on Friday mornings! It’s going to be great to have those files indexed in our
regular catalog.
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Officers
President – Barry Nelder
Vice-President – Juanita Winner
Secretary – Lois Taylor
Treasurer – Demetria Sapienza

Directors
John Gordon (Chairman)
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From the Cookbook Committee
Our call last month for “heritage” recipes garnered TWO great collards recipes as well as the one below for
Brunswick Stew. Keep digging! Surely there is someone out there with their Grandmother’s recipe for
homemade biscuits or cornbread.
Brunswick Stew
1 – 1 ½ lbs. chicken cut into bite size pieces
½ pound pork cut into bite size pieces
paprika to taste
¼ cup butter
2 medium size onions, sliced
1 medium sized green pepper, diced
3 cups water
2 cups canned tomatoes, not drained
2 tbsp. fresh parsley chopped
½ tsp. hot sauce
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 cups whole kernel corn
1 (10oz.) package frozen lima beans
3 T. flour

Sprinkle chicken and pork with paprika
Heat butter in a large saucepan
Add chicken and pork, brown on all sides
Add onion and green pepper, cook until onion is
transparent
Add water, tomatoes, parsley, and sauces.
Bring to a boil, cover, simmer for 30 minutes.
Add corn and lima beans, cook 20 minutes longer
Blend flour with a little cold water and gradually
stir into stew
Cook 10 minutes longer
Serves 4 to 6 From: Mary Ann Targonski
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