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May Meeting
Monday, May 21 -- 7:30pm
The Federal Point Historic Preservation Society will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, May 21 at 7:30 pm at the Federal Point History Center, 1121-A
North Lake Park Blvd., adjacent to Carolina Beach Town Hall.
Lois Carol Wheatley grew up in a rural area of Maryland that is now the bustling
metropolis of Columbia. She likes to claim she's pre-Columbian. With an
undergraduate degree in English from the University of Maryland, she went on to
earn a graduate degree from East Carolina University. Her master’s thesis,
"Women Writers of Black Mountain College," appeared in the North Carolina
Literary Review and is now among the permanent collection of the Black
Mountain Museum + Gallery in Asheville.
After grad school she went to work as a staff writer for the Herald-Sun in Durham,
and for the past ten years has worked as a freelance writer for newspapers, magazines and web sites. For her
book, "Images of America: Carolina Beach" she collected photos of Seabreeze, Carolina Beach, Kure Beach
and Fort Fisher from area residents and from FPHPS members, and has put together a slide show for our May
21 meeting.
Also this month we will present our annual 4th Grade essay contest winners. This year we have two winners,
Harley Meiks for his creative essay on what it would be like to live in a lighthouse and Nicole Creech for her
factual essay on the history of the Federal Point Lighthouse. Their families have been invited to join us to hear
the winners read their essays and receive their awards.
Essays by
Harley Preik
and Nicole
Creech.
Drawing of the
three Federal Pt.
lights by
Ramsey
Hallmon
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Last Month’s Meeting
Our meeting last month was something
different. We held the opening of our new
exhibit: Development Through Leisure: A
History of Beach-going in Carolina Beach. If
you haven’t see the exhibit please stop by the
History Center and take a look. You’ll see the
full development of the Carolina Beach/Kure
Beach area from Captain Harper and his ShooFly train to the Life Guards of the 1950’s.
Devin Kelly, a senior in Public History at
UNCW spent her senior year researching and
creating this “beachy” exhibit -- with the help
of Dr. Tammy Gordon of the UNCW history
department. We also have a recreation of the
“Carolina Moon” and people are welcome to
take pictures with this iconic landmark.

President’s Message
Well our new exhibit about the growth of tourism here on Federal Point is open and if you haven’t seen it yet do
stop by the History Center and take a look. (Open Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday from 10-4) Devin and Tammy
did a super job of presenting the development of our area and their research and hard work shows in every
panel. Be sure to bring your camera and catch a picture in the “Carolina
Moon” or the Sea Breeze back drop.
It’s not too late to join us on the Lower Cape Fear River History Cruise on
Sunday May 20! This event is our biennial fund raiser and is made possible
by the generous donation of time and knowledge by FOUR historians: Chris
Fonvielle, Jack Fryar, Richard Lawrence and Leslie Bright as well as John
Golden with period music and a reenactment of Captain Roberts, the blockade
runner.
-- Barry
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We still have tickets!
Lower Cape Fear River History
Cruise
Aboard the Royal Winner Princess II
May 20, 2012 2pm – 6 pm
$35.00 per ticket
Call your family, call your friends.
This is a very special event that only happens
once every two years.

Brenda Coffey - Part V
Politics, Fort Fisher, Seabreeze
Compiled and edited by Ann Hertzler
Politics could be pretty hot and heavy sometimes, but all
seemed to be friends after the politics were over. Some
longtime residents thought it was a bad idea to allow the construction of big houses. They thought it would
destroy the character of the beach. Brenda’s father was definitely in favor of the 35 feet height limit to prevent
another Myrtle Beach. Brenda and her father disagreed oven the height restriction but she is now glad buildings
are not higher so you can still see the ocean. This whole area was a maritime forest that held the land in place
during storms, a beautiful wooded area.
Fort Fisher When Brenda was about 5 years old and living on the ocean front, she would watch soldiers
marching in formation from Fort Fisher. Her mother was tall and standing by the banister on the second floor.
Brenda could barely get her head over it. Brenda would whistle a wolf whistle and then duck down and hide so
anybody that looked saw her mother. Brenda came close to getting a spanking. Her father thought it was
hilarious. Brenda did it every chance she got until her mother wouldn’t let her
go out anymore.
The gates into Ft. Fisher were cordoned off so you could not get down there.
Barracks were all over the air force base. And down from there where the Ft.
Fisher Museum is was an air strip– that long section going out from the
mounds was part of that air strip. There were not any families at Fort Fisher.
The housing shortage was acute
Jack Lewis and his wife worked for a seafood company in Kure Beach. Mr.
Lewis was a truck driver for them – bringing the catch in to the seafood house
or distributing afterwards to places near and far. Mrs. Lewis worked there
cleaning and preparing the fish. Brenda’s mother had in her mind that she was
going to work for the seafood company at Fort Fisher. Brenda’s father did not
like the idea at all. The day before she was supposed to go to work, it burned to
the ground. She never went to work. The foundation might still be there unless
a house was built on that area.
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Seabreeze Brenda’s father and grandfather hired some of the people
who lived in Seabreeze to work in their restaurant. Brenda especially
remembered Viola and Inez who also played with her. Later Viola
worked for her grandparents as they got older and needed some help.
Viola came down and helped look after them.
Seabreeze was totally separate from Kure Beach. Most people didn’t
go down there. All of the people that lived there were very nice
people. The relationship between Kure Beach people and the black
community was fine. It was only on a dare when Brenda was a
teenager they would go down to Seabreeze and ride around. You had
to try it.
Brenda likes Kure Beach. The life style is more relaxed. It is a relatively safe area to live and it is pretty. The
people, for the most part, are genuinely friendly. And it is very comfortable. If you want to go to the grocery
store in a bathing suit, no one is going to be shocked. Or if you go barefoot, anywhere, it is fine.

Long time Federal Point Historic Preservation Society member, Master Seargent John Edward Nelms, Sr.
will be honored by the Fort Fisher #2325, United Daughters of the Confederacy, on Sunday May 13, 2012.
Beginnning at 3:00 pm at the Federal Point History Center (1121-A N. Lake Park Blvd. in Carolina Beach.)
John will receive the Vietnam Cross of Military Service which is the highest
mlitary honor the UDC can bestow.
The ceremony is open to Chapter members and the general public. Please give
John your support and commendations when you see him. A long time
employee of the Town of Carolina Beach, the beautiful grounds and shrubby
around the History Center are John’s hardwork.

Along the Historic Cape Fear River
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Society Notes
Darlene Bright, History Center Director
 This month we recorded 55 members and guests at our April meeting
and exhibit opening. We had 86 visitors to the History Center, a nice
increase over last year’s 54 visitors.
 The gift shop took in $ 167.89 which is a heartening increase from the
35.17 we took in last May.
 The Pleasure Island Sea Turtle Project held its spring orientation at
the History Center. Both Got-Em-on Live and the UDC held their
monthly meeting at the History Center as well.
 Thanks to our History Center Volunteers; Lois Taylor, for helping
get the newsletter into the mail, and to Cheri McNeill for her always
thorough proofing of the newsletter. Thanks also to Demetria
Sapienza for her work on the History Center’s photographic
collection as well as all the work she does as Society Treasurer.
 Thanks to Elaine Henson and Darlene and Leslie Bright who spent
long hours ensuring that Devin’s exhibit was as factually accurate as it
could be.
 Thanks to Doris Bame for helping out with the logistical details of
the annual essay contest conducted with the 4th graders of Carolina
Beach school.
 Treasurer’s Report: Money is coming in steadily for the cruise. It
will be a relief to have the money from this biennial fundraiser in the
bank as we work on next year’s budget. We still haven’t heard
anything from either Town about funds for the 2012-2013 budgets.
So keep letting our elected officials know how our History Center
helps the whole community.

Our Business
Members
AmeriLife Health Services
Beach Portraits
Photography
Britt’s Donut Shop
Charles Henson Painting
Coastal K-9 Bakery, Inc.
First Bank
First Citizens Bank
Frank’s Pizza
Got-Em-On-Live Bait
Club
Hanover Iron Works, Inc.
Historical Society of
Topsail Island
Hoplite Pub & Beer
Garden
Island Gazette
Kure Beach Fishing Pier
B. Parker Protective &
Lock
Pleasure Island Chamber
of Commerce
SlapDash Publishing
Taylor’s Heating & Air,
Inc.
Tucker Bros. Realty
Company
Winner Fishing and Cruise
Boats

 New Members: Welcome to new members Dan Camacho of Wilmington, Bonnie Bloch of Carolina
Beach, Linda Lashley of Wilmington. We’ve also added two business members: Charles Henson
Painting of Wilmington and AmeriLife Health Services by Barry Nelder
 Thanks to the Fort Fisher Chapter #2325 of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy for
presenting the North Carolina Flag and the Second
National Confederate Flag to the Federal Point
Historic Preservation Society’s History Center at
the March 19th Membership Meeting. The
Chapter holds it’s monthly meetings at the History
Center and appreciates the society’s contributions
to our area’s history.
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Officers
President – Barry Nelder
Vice-President – Annette Winner
Secretary – Lois Taylor
Treasurer – Demetria Sapienza

Leslie Bright
Elaine Henson
Jack Travis

Directors
Thomas Gray
Cheri McNeill
Pat Bolander

Jean Stewart
John Gordon
Skippy Winner
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FPHPS Upcoming Meetings and Events
Sunday May 20, 2012: History Cruise. 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm. Don’t miss this biennial event. We’re aboard
the Royal Winner Princess II and will be on the river for 4 hours. Narrators include Chris Fonvielle,
Richard Lawrence, Jack Fryar, and Leslie Bright. Also aboard will be singer and Civil War reenactor
John Golden. Tickets are $35.00. Make reservations by calling 910-458-0502 or e-mailing to
FPHPS@yahoo.com. Tickets will be mailed to you upon reciept of payment mailed to FPHPS, P.O. Box
623, Carolina Beach, NC 28428.
Monday May 21, 2012: Membership Meeting. 7:30-900 pm. Lois Wheatley, author of Images of America,
Carolina Beach will share stories about the vintage photographs she has collected in this book just published by
Arcadia Books.
Monday June 18, 2012: Menmbership Potluck. 6:30 until….. Please bring a favorite dish to share with the
group. If the weather behaves you might also want to bring a lawn chair. This is always a wonderful time to
visit with old friends, but also a great time to introduce new people. PLEASE bring a friend or neighbor who
might be interested in joiningJoin your Federal Point friends and neighbors for one of our famous potlucks.
Beach Portraits Photography
Business member John Gregory had come up with a great way for members to preserve their
family history AND benefit our Society. For a $75 donation to the Society you will receive a
Gift Certificate for one Family Portrait Session AND a finished 10 by 13 Portrait. This is an
exceptionally generous offer and is worth $185 retail.
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