Federal Point Historic Preservation Society
P.O. Box 623, Carolina Beach, North Carolina 28428
Phone: 910-458-0502 e-mail:fphps@Yahoo.com

Newsletter
Volume 19 No. 12
History Center Hours: Tues, Fri, Sat 10-4
www.FederalPointHistory.org

December, 2012

Darlene Bright, editor
Rebecca Taylor, production



Monday, December 17, 2012
6:30 pm (NOT 7:30)
The Federal Point Historic Preservation
Society will hold its annual holiday potluck on
Monday, December 17 at 6:30 pm. We will
be gathering at the Kure Memorial Lutheran
Church again this year. The church is located
at 117 N. 3rd Ave. in Kure Beach in their
Fellowship Hall so that we have plenty of
room for everyone!
So join us for an evening of friends and fellowship. Bring your favorite
covered dish and invite your friends (prospective members). John Golden
be will playing traditional carols and songs for the group to sing along.

Last Month’s Meeting
Our speaker was Jack Fryar, writer and publisher of NC history books for young people. His illustrated lecture
was about the yellow fever epidemic in Wilmington in 1862. Folk lore is that the disease was brought by the
blockade runner The Kate arriving from the Bahamas after passing the eleven forts
and installations along the Cape Fear River, but Jack feels there were people
infected in the city before the ship arrived.
Louis Swartzman was the first fatality, after which doctors warned people
to flee and many did. The disease damages kidneys and liver and often causes
rapid death. The Confederate army withdrew its soldiers to Fort Fisher. Sanitation
workers refused to pick up trash, and food was in short supply because no one
would bring it in. The city seemed deserted since nearly everyone who could not
leave had died. A head count was impossible because Caucasian bodies were
dumped in a huge pit at Oakdale Cemetery and records of slave deaths were never
kept. By late November the epidemic subsided due to frost killing off the
mosquitoes that spread it. Estimates are 1/6 of the city had perished.
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For the Record
The summary in last month’s newsletter of Elaine’s program in October was a bit confused. It should have
read: “Major Snow was sent to Wilmington in 1926 to oversee the 93 miles of inland waterway from Beaufort
to the Cape Fear River, part of which was the land cut that made
Federal Point an island. The temporary wooden bridge over Snow's
Cut was opened in March, 1930 and replaced with a steel swing
bridge in September of 1931. The residents did not pay for it. (The
Federal government required the Tidewater Power Company and the
Wrightsville Causeway company to pay for the 1931 Wrightsville
Beach draw bridge because they operated a railroad over the inland
waterway). In 1944 the Department of Interior Board of Geographic
Names officially named the cut Snow's Cut. Locals had called it that
since it was made.”

President’s Message
Christmas Party: Again this year Virginia Francis, our hospitality committee
in-one-person, has arranged for us to have our Christmas potluck at Kure
Memorial Lutheran Church. The date for the dinner is Monday, December 17,
which is our regular meeting night. Please plan to be there by 6:30 and please
bring a dish to share. We will also be making donations to their Christmas
food drive so bring a few cans or boxes of food to be donated through them to
the Help Center. Remember, bring your favorite holdiay dish, and a firend or
two who might be prospective members.
We’ve just heard that Virginia fell and broke her collar-bone! Not sure how
out-of-commission she’ll be for the party but Sonda Nelder, Peg Fisher, and Demetria Sapienza will be pitching
in to do all that Virginia usually does.
Last month a work crew got our new archival storage shelving installed. On November 27 the new library
shelving arrived. Thanks to Darlene and Leslie Bright, Demetria and Phil Sapienza, and Jim Dugan who
unloaded the 600 pounds of wood and metal from the transfer truck. Stay tuned for pictures of our new
”professional” library and archives.

Oral History
Earl Page Part 3 – Blue Top Cottages
Compiled and edited by Ann Hertzler
Blue Top was the first Home that was built.
There was a string of cottages next to Blue Top
before 1940. The Army hadn’t come in yet.
Walter Winner ran the Blue Top Cottages in ’37.
Granddad ran it 38, 39 and 40. Granddad and
grandmother moved in to an end cottage—the
very first one on this end became an office and a
home. Earl’s father came into the picture in ’46.
His Mother didn’t care for this kind of life.
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She’d stay maybe a month, two months. She was a city woman. Earl got discharged. His Dad asked him to help
keep the pier going. Well, Earl and ten million other guys didn’t have a job.
Earl’s grandfather was not a fisherman - never had a rod and reel in his hand or a hand line or a cast net, or
anything pertaining to fishing. He was a
tie man, a businessman. To look at him
every morning, you’d think he just stepped
out of Esquire. Earl was doing all manner
of fishing.
Every morning from 6 am you could fish
for 24 hours for 35 cents. People came
earlier than his father would open up. At
six o’clock, he would take his row of
tickets and walk out on the pier and with a
straight pin, pin a ticket on ‘em, and
collect 35 cents. Nobody tried to beat you
out of it. Most had the 35 cents ready to
keep him from having to carry so much
change.
Earl was ahead of his father pushing dead trash fish off the pier - little sharks, little stingrays. People left the
fish there. The marine life below consumed them. You always wonder—why didn’t they throw them back?
Daddy cooked in their restaurant. He was a good cook
There was a house out on the rise of the pier called the bait house. All piers start here and go up. They hired an
older retired man to run the bait house. He had the fattest cat you’d ever seen. Shrimp was 15 cents a pound.
The cat ate shrimp all the time because everybody fed it. Some brought their own bait. Ice was a problem back
in those days. Blackman’s was the ice house.
As soon as the fish were running, the pier would fill up. So many people would come down and just walk out
there to look and see and what’s happening, then they’d go get a ticket to fish. They did not sell nets and fishing
rods, just the tackle.

Plaqued!
It’s been a while since we plaqued any historic buildings on
the Beaches. We would love to get that project back up and
running. If you’d like to volunteer to check on all the old
locations, or know of a building we need to consider for
research PLEASE let Rebecca know.
Currently Plaqued
Kure Cottage
Carolina Beach Drug Company
Burnett Cottage
Colonel Burnett House
Ocean Plaza
Loughlin House
McCabe-Lancaster House
Sly-Walton House
Lylerly Residence
Joy Lee Apartments
Newton Cemetery
Carolina Beach School
Immaculage Conception Chapel
Carolina Beach Community Church
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Federal Point History Center Gift Shop
Please, please don’t forgot our gift shop when
looking for unique and “local” holiday gifts. We
crrently have a WIDE range of T-Shirts (short and
long sleeve) and sweatshirts including the Ocean
Plaza T-shirt which you will only find here.
T-Shirts (short and long sleeve)
$14.00
Sweatshirts $20.00

Kid’s
Puzzles
and
Games

Something for all ages!

Vintage
Views
Of Carolina
Beach

Music CDs
By John Golden
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Our Business Members
AmeriLife Health Services
Atlantic Towers
Beach Portraits Photography
Britt’s Donut Shop
Charles Henson Painting
Coastal K-9 Bakery, Inc.
First Bank
First Citizens Bank
Frank’s Pizza
Got-Em-On-Live Bait Club
Hanover Iron Works, Inc.
Historical Society of Topsail
Island
Island Gazette
Island Treasures
Kure Beach Fishing Pier
B. Parker Protective & Lock
Pleasure Island Chamber of
Commerce
SlapDash Publishing
Taylor’s Heating & Air, Inc.
Tucker Bros. Realty
Company
Wilmimgtom Water Tours
Winner Marine Construction

Society Notes
Darlene Bright, History Center Director
 This month we recorded 44 members and guests at our
November meeting. We had 55 visitors to the History Center throughout
the month. The gift shop took in $105.58
 Thanks to our History Center Volunteers! Cheri McNeill for her
always thorough proofing of the newsletter. Thanks also to Juanita
Winner, Jeannie Gordon, Elaine Henson, and Demetria Sapienza
Lois Taylor, Ron Griffin, and Sylvia Snook for keeping the History
Center open when Rebecca was out sick for a week. Darlene has also
spent a good deal of time at the History Center this month getting things
ready to pack away for the big “move” when the new shelving comes.
 Thanks to Darlene and Leslie Bright, Demetria and Phil Sapienza,
and Jim Dugan the strong backs who joined us on November 27th to unload
our new shelving from the transfer truck!
 Thanks to Carl Filipiak who has begun cataloging all our subject files
on Friday mornings! It’s going to be great to have those files indexed in our
regular catalog.

 From Darlene, Director History Center. A very special
donation has made it possible for us to renovate our library. We
have been able to buy brand new shelving and archival boxes and
materials to really fix things up like they need to be. We had a great
work crew get started on November 5 when we got the archival
storage shelving up.

On November 27th the library shelving arrived. Thanks to Leslie, Demetria, Phil and Jim Dugan for
helping unload. We will be scheduling AT LEAST one more work day before Christmas. so, if you
can volunteer any time at all, please give Rebecca a call!

Upcoming Programs
The full Winter/Spring 2013 Program Schedule isn’t quite done yet but here’s the
ones coming up soonest.
Monday, January 21, 2013 Membership Meeting. 7:30-9:00 pm. Robert Maffitt,
descendent of Captain John Newland Maffitt, will talk about Maffitt’s career as a
Confederate Naval officer, blockade runner, and privateer.
Monday, February 18, 2013 Membership Meeting. 7:30-9:00
pm. Frances Massey, long time member of the Island of Lights
Committee, will talk about the organization and it’s history.
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Directors
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Thomas Gray
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Byron Moore
Skippy Winner
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Darlene, Cheri, Daniel and Rebecca of the Cookbook Committee
met again on December 1 and brainstormed what kinds of recipes
we especialy want to find and include to make the book unique to
the Federal Point Area. We are especialy looking for “heritage”
recipes and ones unique to our local area.
Has anyone got a good recipe for?
Brunswick Stew
King Mackeral (and other sport fish)
Collards
Hush Puppies
Cornbread
REAL Southern Buscuits
Clam (or Fish) Chowder
Bananna Pudding
Crab Dip
“North Carolina” Barbeque
OR any other local specialty
that needs to be included.
Please e-mail to FPHPS@yahoo.com
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Jean Stewart
Leslie Bright
Jim Dugan

